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Laſt Will and Teſtament 
5 i 
Gerard Yan Neck, Eſq; 
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Vir bonus & ſapiens, qualem vix repperit ullum 
\ AMillibuse cunttis hominum conſultus Apollo. 
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or Community, a rich or a great, 

_ ® than a wiſe and good Man. None 
of theſe are very common; yet the 
laſt, as the Poet fays, is remarkably 
ſcarce. But when we take all theſe Epi- 

| thets together; when we enquire for 

' much Wealth, extenſive Intereit, eſta- 
A2 blithed 


T: is much eaſier to find in any City 
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bliſhed Reputation, ſolid Senſe, and un- 
affected Uprightneſs of Mind 1n a fingle 
Perſon, it looks likes the Errand of Dt. 
genes, Who employed a Candle and Lan- 
thorn at Noon-day in ſearching for ſuch 


a Man. Yet he 1s found; Death has 
found him : And, as it 1s uſual in this 
World, we have learnt the Worth of him 
now he is loſt. I mean the full, the real 
Worth, which indeed can never be 
known till then : Life 1s a Veyage, and 
the Profit cannot be computed with Cer- 
tainty or Exactneſs, till the Veſlel is ar- 
rived 11 Port. He lived and died a Mer- 
chant, and his laſt Will is ſuch a Com- 
putation, and ſhews us exactly what he 
was worth; I do not mean in Money; 
that is Traſh, and may be in any Man's 
Power ; but in good Senſe, Probity and 
Piety ; which are likewiſe in every Man's 
Power, but not in every wealthy Man's 
Will. He pofſefled much, becauſe he 
was not poſleſſed by it : He was rich, be- 
cauſe he knew how to uſe his Riches; 
and Death, who uſually takes all, could 
not make him poor, In his Life, he 
was kind to nota few ; in his Teſtament, 
he has been beneficent to many. Letw 
try to make his Example uſeful to ” 
| y 
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By his Example we are taught, that 
honeſt Induſtry has not loſt its Force, 


even in this degenerate Age, Former 


Times have afforded us Inſtances of Men, 
who have left vaſt Fortunes with great 
Chara&ters behind them. Such was Sir 
Thomas Greſham in England, Mr. Harriot 
in Scotland, and the great Earl of Cork 
in Ireland. All of theſe were Men, who 
from ſmall Beginnings, oy dint of great 
Capacities, and a happy Faculty of turn- 
ing all Occurrences to their Advantage, 
became conſpicuous in their Generations, 
and have raiſed the Wonder of Poſterity, 
as well by the Good they did, as the 
Means they had. In ſucceeding Times, 
we have ſeen very large Eſtates ſuddenly 
and ſurprizingly acquired ; but the Pub- 
lick has not been much edified, either by 
the manner in which they were gotten, 
or the Way in which they were beſtow- 
cd. A Father would ſcarce point them 


ut to his Son. for Imitation, nor. have 


any but mercenary Pens applauded them, 
either living or dead. But this before 
us 1s an Inſtance of the old Kind, and 
we may ſafely recommend it : We may 
exhort the untainted Part of our Youth 
to Conficer it attentively, and that for this 

SR excellent 
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excellent Reaſon, a fair CharaQer was to 
him the firſt Step to a fair Fortune. 

It is this firſt Step that 1s moſt difhcult 
to take ; and when taken, it 1s no eaſy 
Matter to keep conſtantly in the right 
Road, and to avoid making any falſe Step 
afterwards. This it ſeems was always in 
his Thoughts, for it appears to have 
been in them when he was putting all 
Thoughts of this World out. He leave: 
it as a Legacy with his Wealth, and no 
doubt the better Legacy of the two. To 
prefer Virtue to Lucre, and to affeCt r- 
ther Peace of Mind than full Coffers, i; 
the wholſome Advice of one, who knew 
tac juſt Value of both; who could be 
content with a little well got, till Provi- 
dence rewarded him with a great deal, 
and who when he had that, was not cor- 
rupted by it. Who lived as his Circum- 
ſtances dictated, neither ſtingy with 2 
ſmall Fortune, nor ſordidly with a great 
one; who minded Buſineſs, and Joved 
Buſineſs ; did it with Exactnefs, and by 
Nis own Example gave the beſt Lefſon to 
thoſe about him ; who could taſte with- 
out ſurfeiting on Pleaſure ; who could 
enjoy the Comforts, and even the De: 
lights of Lite, without being 6 

rom 
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from the Duties of it. All theſe make 
him a fit Example for the riſing Genera- 
tion ; Punctuality and Probity were ſcen 


in his Dealings, they were the Arts by 


which he invited , acquired and maintain- 
ed his Buſineſs. Aﬀection to his Relations, 
Attention and Afability to his Friends, 
Reſpect for thoſe above, Tenderneſs to 
thoſe below him, Juſtice and Kindneſs 
towards all, was a Character that Wealth 
might reward, but all the Wealth in the 
World will never purchaſe, Be it then 
an Example, let our Young Men ſtudy 
and copy it, not by halves, but entire ; 
lt them not more ardently wiſh to obtain 
than to deſerve his Fortune, which he 
gain'd without Envy, which he enjoyed. 
without Cenſure, which he has left with- 
out Reproach. 

Thoſe Patterns that are propoſed to us 
in Books, are too commonly unuſeful, 
becauſe they are inimitable. Every Man 
38 not in a Sation to affect the Hero ; eve- 
ry Man is not born with Parts to make 


him a Philoſopher ; but every Man 


may be prudent, diligent and honeſt. 
Theſe are Qualities uſeful to all, and 
therefore Nature has denied them to none. 
Such Examples as excite Men to theſe, 
more eſpecially when taken from the mid- 
dle Scenes of Life, where their Effects 
| "'A4 --are 
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are better diſcerned, and where their Cer. 
tainty 1s conſequently leſs liabie to be q1:4. 
 Ntioned, are of the higheſt Ute to $011: +y, 
More eſpecially when }'rovidenc< {cms 
to point them out with peculiar Dil! :nc- 
tion ; perhaps with this View, that ctl vr; 
may beſtimulated to tread in their St-:s, 
We muſt not infer gvod Qualities tiom 
good Fortune, that is Adulation ; but 
neither muſt we ſtrive to divide t]: m, 
for this is the Effe&t of Envy. It was we 
of the Sayings of the elder Caro, un 
whom Rome bred not a better, or a 
wiſer Man, that thoſe who endeavoured 
to deprive Virtue of Honour, deterced 
young Men from becoming virtuous, 
With Pleaſure, therefore, let us embrace 
this Opportunity of doing Juſtice to a 
Character, rendered conſpicuous indeed 
by its Ornaments ; but which would have | 
been fair and beautiful without them: 
Let us make Uſe of his Memory, now 
we have loſt his Perſon ; let the Remem- 
brance of what he was, what he became, 
and what he ſhewed himſelf to the laſt, 
inſpire thoſe Principles that conducted 
him through every Stage of Life, with 
Safety, Eaſe and Reputation, More ex- 
tenſfive Fame may wait on ſuperior V1r- 
tues; but theſe were ſolid Bleflings to 
which all may aſpire, becauſe he has 
tuo 
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taught us that the Means to obtain them, 
are none other than what all may reach. 

But at this Time, in this Age, conſi- 
dering the Notions by which the Maſs 
of Mankind are actuated, ſuch an Ex- 
ample is peculiarly happy, I wasgoing to 
fay prodigious ; but what 1s amiable can 
never be prodigious. It teaches us that 
the right Way, tho' narrow and ſtrait, 
is ſtill practicable ; that Prudence, with- 
out Cunning, Induſtry without Art, and 
Application without being a Slave ta Bu- 
fineſs, will procure all that is neceflary 


to make a Man happy, it he knows how 


touſe it, If he can govern his Riches 
without being vain of them, if he can be 
generous without Prodigality, if he can 
diſtinguiſh decent Splendor from mad 


Magnificence, he may be what this Man 


was. What a uſeful Lecture is this, in a 
deaſon where People are ſo apt to miſtake 
the Means, or if they hit right there, to 
neglect the End. How many diſtrat 
and diſturb themſelves with perpetaal 
Cares, not more uneaſy than unuſeful ? 
This is not the Way to acquire a Fortune; 


bd 


for as in other Inſtances, ſo in our the 

Race is not to the ſwift,” or the 

the ſtrong : Purſue the Path you are in 

Without Anxiety, be true to Virtue, and 

Juſt to your Fellow C:catures, and For- 
tune 
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tune will follow you. He had not that 
firſt in his View, it never became fo ; Me- 
rit was his Aim, when his Means were 
{mall ; and his only Care, when the World 
took Notice of his Wealth, was to oblizc 


them to confe(s that he deſerved it. Hap- 


y Example! happy will they be that 


follow it! Part of his Reward perhaps 
they may miſs, but the better Part of it 
. will not fail to attend them, What has 


he now of his Wealth ? A great deal, the 


Honour of having got it honeſtly, and 


uſed it handſomely ; and this in a juſt De- 
gree every Man muſt attain, who will 


act upon his Principles. 


Wonder not therefore, Reader, that 
ſuch a Man, is held up to thy View, What 
was there in him which 1s not worthy oi 
Admiration, and, what is ſtill more, of 
Imitation? His Example is good, and 
oreat, and fingular ; theſe may force us 
to admire ; but his Conduct was plain, 


his Manner eaſy, and his whole Deport- 


ment unaffected, and therefore to be imi- 
tated. To have faid this in his Lite, 
would have looked like, and under certail 
Circumſtances might have been, Flattery. 


 Buthe is dead, Incenſe cannot reach hi 
| Smell, and may therefore be innocent!y 


employed in embalming his Memory. It 
Is 
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*« for thee, not for him, that theſe Praiſes 
are beſtowed ; he wants them not, and 
yet they are not thrown away ; our Youth 
want them, they want to be put in 
Mind, that a Man of Buſineſs, may be a 
Man of Probity ; that Piety does not ex- 
clude the knowing and uſing the World ; 
and that it is poflible to be a very honeſt 
and a very upright Man, without being 
a weak one. All this he knew, and 
therein perhaps has many Equals ; but 
he practiſed it too, there lies the Diffi- 
culty ; in this none exceeded him, and 
why 1s this told? that many may ſtrive 
to become like him. Such is the View 
with which this little Monument is raiſ- 
ed, not unworthy of him, becauſe it 
points the Path in which he trod, ex- 
tends his Beneficence beyond the Grave, 
and teaches, however faintly, the fame 
good Leſſon his Actions taught while 
he was yet alive. With this he would nct 
be diſpleaſed, with this none can be diſ- 
pleaſed, but ſuch as will never be like 
him, and will therefore be out of all Dan- 
ger of ſuch Treatment, The Echo of Praiſe 
reſounds only in the Tomb of the Righ- 
teous. 
We uſually fay that a Man's good For- 
tune 1s ſeen in his getting, but that his 
Prudence 
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Prudence is ſhewn in keeping great Riche, 
In this there is much Truth, but not the 
whole Truth; for getting and keeping iz 
not all, both may be done without Vir. 
tue, but that, and Wiſdom too mult ap. 
pear in the ſpending them, Chance may 
beſtow, and Avarice may hold faſt, but 
it is the Power of uſing that makes a rich 
Man. He 1s poor that does not enjoy 
what he has, and he is a Beaſt who cn- 
Joys that only which comes to his ov;n 
Share, and does not fee] a greater Pleaſure 
in what he diſtributes to others. In the 
Power of doing this lies the Honour, and 
in the Exerciſe of that Power conſiſts the 
Happineſs of being rich. A Man of good 
Senſe would as ſoon worſhip a golden 
Idal, as reſpe&t a Miſer, becauſe he knows 
that ſuch a Quantity of Metal conſtitutes 
the ſole Worth of both. But the wiſeſt 
Men reverence thoſe who make a right 
Ulſe of Riches; who relieve Indigence, 
reward Induſtry, and remove, as far as 
they are able, what may obſtruct the 
Peace of Mankind. In doing this con- 
ſiſts rational Pleaſure, and a Man may 
conciliate by this means, with the molt 
perfect Wiſdom, all the innocent Delights 
of Lite, He mav plant, he may _ 
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ke may keep many Servants, in ſhort, he 


' may do all that his Fortune enables him 
to do, if the Pleaſure he takes in theſe. 


ariſes chiefly from the Good that is there- 
by done to others. His manner of Liv- 
ing ſhewed, that the worthy Perſon 


* of whom we are ſpeaking, acted from 
| theſe Motives, and conſidered that much 
| Expence was only another Phraſe for 


maintaining many. He knew that in the 
Neceſſities of Nature, all Men are equal, 
and that conſequently the Wealthy are 
rather Treaſurers than Proprietors of what 
Providence brings to their Hands. He 
knew this, and held his Office as one 
that was ſenſible that there would come 
a Day of Account. His great Care there- 
fore was to keep that Account always 
clear, that he might not be embarraſſed 
when it was to be made up. 

But how are we ſure of this? The 
wiſe Man tells us, that Death is bitter to 
the rich, becauſe they are to leave their 
Poſſefſions. If we look upon his Will, we 
ſhall ſee that the Bitterneſs of Death was 
paſſed with reſpect to him; he had con- 
lidered it as a Period that muſt necetfarily 
happen, and had provided for it as a wilc 
and good Man ſhould, Death is not the 

| Cloſe 
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Cloſe only, but the Teſt of a Man's Lite, 
and his laſt Will is the ſureſt Touchſtone 
for diſcovering both his Temper and hi 
Abilities. The ruling Paſſion may i, 
Part at leaſt be concealed while People 
are living, but ſtands commonly confel. 
ſed in the Teſtament ; for there are few 
who can diflemble in, or when they con- 
fider themſelves as in; their laſt Minutes, 
Their real Inclinations then break oui, 
and they ſhew their Fear 1n erecting Hol. 
pitals, their Vanity in direCting Funeral 
and Monuments, their Attachment to 
this World even in leaving it, by vain 


Endeavours to prevent what they have 


heaped together from being diflipated; 
in ſhort, Pride, Vanity, Reſentment, and 


_ all the Paſſions that diſturb the human 


Mind, appear in the Wills of thoſe who | 
had not diveſted themſelves of thoſe Pal- 


ons before they diſpoſed of their Effet, 


But there is none of this in his; the ſame 
Diſcretion appears in his dying, as in h 
living Moments; and we may be afſured 
trom the manner of this laſt Diſtribution, 
that his former Condu& was fincerc, 
that he had well conſidered, and there- 
fore wiſely diſcharged the Offices of Life 


and found it from thence the eaſier to do, 
once 
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once for all, what he had practiſed as his 
Duty every Day. By the fame Rule | 
that he divided the Parts, he diſpoſed of 
the Total, and cloſed, with the like Pre- 
fence of Mind and Integrity that he 


had ſhewn in keeping his Account cur- 
renk, | 

The Romani/ſts frequently reproach 
Proteſtants in general with a Coldneſs, or 
Lukewarmnelſs at leaſt, inPoint of Charity, 
without the leaſt Foundation ; for if we 
may judge by better Rules than theirs, 
thoſe given by the Lord and Maſter of 
us all, true Charity is the Spirit of the 
Proteſtant Religion. To repair the 
Places ſet apart for the Worſhip of God, 
to provide for the decent Maintenance of 
thoſe who preach his Word, to relieve 
the Sick, to feed the Hungry, to cloath 
the Naked, to help the Helpleſs, ſuch 
ſurely are deſerted Children, are rational 
and Scripture Charities; whereas thoſe 
Charities, for the want of which they 
reproach us, are of a very dubious Na- 
ture, to ſay no worſe of them, and are ra- 
ther calculated to ſupport pious Frauds, 
and promote Lazineſs, than to benefit 
our diſtreſſed Fellow Creatures, the only 
Charity the Goſpel recommends, With 


this 
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this kind of Legacies his Will both he. 
vins and ends, and tho' the Diſtribution 
be made with a prudent, yet it is not with 
a ſparing Hand. The TFews fay that 
Alms are the Salt of Riches; by which 
they mean, that without theſe, Wealth 
is inſipid, and conſequently by a due 
Mixture it becomes well ſeaſoned. The 
Poor are not barely relieved by what i; 
expreſly given them, there is a farther 
Proviſion for them, which ariſes from 
putting others in a Capacity to watch over 
and relieve them; and as his Will furniſh. 
cs the Means, ſo his Example ſufficiently 
declares his Intention ; he meant not to 
beſtow the Gifts of Providence upon the 
Unworthy, and Heaven no doubt in that 
Reſpe& will regard his Meaning. He 
opens his Teſtament with a Profeſſion ot 
his Religion, and the whole Tenor of it 
is the apparent Fruit of his Sincerity; he 
ſhews himſelf in this, as in other Re- 
{pects, a wiſe Man, charitable without 


Oſtentation, and devout without Super- | 
{tition. = } 
After giving the firſt Place to Reli- Wi; 
gion, he gives the next to Nature. He Wt 
bequeaths to his ſurviving Relations what Wt 
is requiſite for them in this World wal E: 
| 5 
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« is removed : Not haſtily, or without 
onſideration, | as' one who' cared not 
hat became of "Things when they be- 
longed no more to him, nor under thoſe 
ies and Reſtrictions which the Pride of 
human Wiſdom: often ſuggeſts, that the 
Power over their Eſtates may ſeem to laſt 
longer than their Lives. Nothing of this 
appears ; plain, ' equal, and 'rational, his 
Legacies are ſo'many Gifts that come 
freely, and with full Teſtimonies of the 
Good-will of the Giver. Princes lefſen 
Ithe Power oof their Succeſſors by dividing 
"their Dominions, 'whereas private Men 
Strengthen their Families by a wiſe Di- 
{tribution of 'their Effects, and in ſepa- 
Frating one, ſow the Seeds of many great 
EFortunes. He had the Pleaſure of ſee- 
ging his 'Family' happy while he liv'd; 
She had the Satisfaftion of promoting 
#their Happineſs after his Death. | Their 
Loſs in him' was inevitable ; but ſo far as 
: Wealth could 'repair that Loſs, he re- 
#folyed to repairiit ; and knowing that the 
© Happineſs off Individuals conſiſts chiefly 
£n the free Enjoyment of what they 


l poſſeſs, he employs not a Word in his 


7 , WRT. 3 ; . Xp 

2 Will beyond what is neceſlary to ſecure 
y'o them that Poſſeſſion. He gives as a 
| Brother and as a- Friend, as one who 
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(18) 
knew the Value of what he gave, and 


ſtudied to make it acceptable by the 


Manner of giving. This is among the 
Number of' thoſe Things that ſeem eaſy, 
and are really hard. We have many 
Wills in Print befides his ; compare them, 
and this Simplicity which I have endea- 
voured to deſcribe will be more viſible 
and more eſtimable than Words can ex- 
preſs. There is much Merit in a good 


Action, there 1s ſtill more in doing it 


with a good Grace; one 1s, and the 
other is not, in every Man's Power, 

. When he had fulfilled the DiRates 
of Nature, he liſten'd to his Inclinations, 
and having diſcharged what Duty re- 
quired, had Leifure to confider what 
Aﬀection and Decency might demand: 
In this there appears that happy Mu 
ture of Temper which renders a Man 
amiable ; that happy Mixture, I fay, 
which is compoſed of Good-nature and 
Decorum, He knew the Pleaſure that 


glows in every honeſt Breaſt, on the Proot 


of being remembered by a Friend in his 
laſt Moments. He weighed the Nature 
of theſe Teſtimonies, without omatting 
any .of the Circumſtances that in ſuch 
a Caſe are requiſite to be conſidered; 


he was perſuaded, that in this he bas 
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| fee from all Reftraints, and had Liberty 
” to a&t from his own Senſe of Gratitude 
* and Kindneſs, How accurately he di- 
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ſtinguiſhed, and how judiciouſly he ſtamp- 
ed the Tokens of his ultimate Acknow- 
ledgments, there is no Doubt thoſe who 
receive them will feel and expreſs. 'To 
the World in general they are not 
Things indifferent ; they are Inſtances 
of Veneration, Tenderneſs, and Penefi- 
cence, proportioned by a Mind in full 
Poſſeflion of itſelf, and taking Pleaſure 
in parting with the Goods of this World, 
from the Refle&tion, that it is' but im- 
parting them to thoſe it likes beſt, He 
muſt want Humanity who does not ſee 
this isan high Excellence in human Na- 
ture, and that there requires a great 
Strength of Reaſon to govern the Paſ- 
fions at: ſuch a Time, to contemplate 
all things with a ſteady View, and to 
unite two very oppoſite Qualities, great 
Fortitude and great Gentleneſs of Soul. 
It is one thing to wiſh and to: mean 
well, another to carry that good Diſpo- 
tion through, and to execute thoſe kind 
Wiſhes and Well-meanings, without 
linking into Weaknefſes. This is diffi- 
cult indeed, and therefore the more to 
be admired when it is done. 
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Tt is one of the Maxims Iaid down by 
Ariſtotle, fo long regarded as the Prince 
of Philoſophers, that it is becumins tg 
prefer our Friends to other Men ; Why. 
ever reflects upon this ſerwouſlv, will Per 
ceive that this 1s one of tho few Sen. 
tences that compel our Aﬀſent by Weizt, 
rather than attra&t it by Beauty, 1. 
Favour of Kings is a great Thing ; it i; 
the prime Emanation of Royal Powe, 
and it is from thence that it is fo much 
envied, Private Men, if they are inde- 
pendent, have a Kind of Royalty; and 
that Preference, by which they raile ſomc 
to the Rank of Friends who were before 
of their. Acquaintance, 1s, to ſpeak till 
in the ſame Language, the nobleſt Flow- 
er of it. This may and ought to be 
founded in Merit and Juſtice, but that 
remains in a Man's own Breaſt ; for all 
that the World can take Notice of 1s is 
Choice. This once made, Ari/otie's 
Maxim takes Place ; it is thenceforward 
becoming to prefer them to other Men, 


It is a Kind of Afﬀinity produced by the 


Mind, and conſtitutes a Relation unknown 
indeed to Nature, and yet often ſtronger 
than Nature, I do not pretend to fay 
this Gentleman tool his Sentiment from 


Ariſtotle, 
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Ariſtotle, but he took it higher ; he took 
it whence Ari/totle had it, from his own 
| good Senſe ; and it 1s no ſmall Commen- 
* dation, that from the proper Motion of 
" his Mind, he derived the ſame Light 
* that enlivened one of the moſt judicious | 
* Thoughts of a Man that has always been 
* numbered amongſt the very wiſeſt that 
' ever lived. . Good Senſe is the Oracle of 
* all Nations and of all Ages, and yet of 
ail Oracles the leaſt liſtened to, tho” it 
* never decelives us. | 

© The Levritical Law enjoins, that Oxen 
* ſhould not be muzzled that tread Corn 
= out of the Straw ; for in Eaſtern Coun- 
* tries this held the Place of threſhing. Up- 
- on this Paſſage an Apoſtle puts the Que- 
 ſtton, Doth Gor take care of Oxen ? Yes 
| certainly ; for the Jews underſtood this 
Text literally. Yet his Explanation is 
- juſt, and ought always to be regarded, 
= that this was written for an Example, 
© that we ſhould be mindful of the Inſtru- 
- ments by which we work, and make a 
= Juſt Return in Gratitude and Kindneſs, 
to ſuch as ſerve us with Diligence and 
Fidelity, It is very true this is their Du- 
- ty, but it is no leſs true that the other is 
> ourDuty likewiſe. A noble £cuſe of this, 
B 2 IPring- 


ſpringing, I dare fay, from an innate Up. 
rightneſs of Mind, appears in this re. 
markable Teſtament. It 1s not howeyer 
general and undiſtinguiſhed, and appears 
therefore not to have been founded in the 
bare Conſideration of what the World 
would think, or to adminiſter a fair To- 

| Pic to the Tongues of the Many, but in 
the Nature of Things, and a well-weighed 

Senſe of the Length and Importance «f 

Men's Services. Hence the Difference 

ſhewn in expreſſing his Notions and his 

Feeling on this Head ; hence his great 
Concern and repeated Care for one; 

hence his particular Mark of Reſpe& for 

another ; hence his common and pene- 

rous Benevolence to all. How juſt, how 

honeſt, how kind a Man muſt this be, 

who thought of every Body and every 

_ one in his proper Light, that he was to 
leave behind him ? The Sums he hasbe- 

queathed were Recompences to thoſe 

employed in his Compting-houſe : but 

they have a farther Tendency ; they can- 

not fail of exciting Diligence, and en- 

couraging Fidelity, in all who are in the 

ſame Circumſtances, at leaſt thro' thi 

great City, Hope is a glorious Princt 

ple, it enables Men to bear Fatigue, w 
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( 23) 
enables them to overcome Temptation. 
His Condu& 1s calculated to infpire it, to 
inſpire it various Ways, and in various 
Minds ; for Inſtance, he has given an 
Example of being a good Maſter, and we 
may hope, that it will be followed. 

But he did not ſtop here ; he carried 
his Views ſtill farther, ſo far as to take in 
all that, to ſo judicious and ſo conſiderate 
a Man as he was, it appeared reaſonable 
and fit for him to take in. Some there 
are who annex to their Notion of a great 
Mind the overlooking little Matters ; but 
there 1s great Reaſon to believe that No- 
tion 1s 1ll-founded, and that it is not the 
Wideneſs, but the Narrowneſs of Com- 
prehenſion, by which little Things are 
excluded, A Mind truly great, thinks 
nothing little abſolutely, but by Compari- 
ſon only; and therefore aſſigning all 
things their proper Places, omits none. 
It is a rare, it is a wonderful Talent, but 
withal it is a Talent of vaſt Uſe. Ser- 
vants have different Stations, and their 
Services affect us differently ; but a Ser- 
vant who does his Duty has his Mzrit, 
let the Nature of his Service be what it 
will. It may be, the ſmalleſt Merit is not 


in the meaneſt Servants, for ſuch gene- 
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(24) 
rally are very low in Capacity and Edu- 
cation ; and if ſurmounting theſe great 
Obſtacles, they perform what they arc 
appointed to perform with Spirit and Af. 
ſiduity, the penetrating Eye of a good 
Maſter will diſtinguiſh them, and help 
them to riſe out of that Obſcurity, in 
which they were placed by Misfortune, 
and not from any Fault. Such a one 
will alfo regard his Servants in general, 
and have a Kindneſs for them upon that 
Account, tho' perhaps they have not 
been long enough in his Family, or even 
wanted Difcrction enough to deſerve 1t. 
He had with his other good Qualitics this 
unbounded Compaſition, and having firſt 
done Juſtice to thoſe whoſe Services were 
too conſpicuous to be blended with thoſe 
that every Man h:s a Right to expett, he 
was not forgetta], but on the contrary, 
iery kind to the reſt. 

There are ſeveral Parts of this Teſta 
ment, that remain untouched, and that 
migint, perhaps, furniſh Refleions 13 
much to the Honour of the Decealed, 43 
thoſe that have been mentioned ; but 
they relate to the Peculiarities of his pri- 
vate Life, into which it would be rude 
and indecent for a Stranger to thruſt hin- 


G / 
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ſelf, who means only to recommend a 


laudable Character to public Notice, and, 
if poſſible, to Imitation ; who has found 


abundantly enough for this Purpoſe, if he 
| has treated it as well as he wiſhed, and 


who has ſtill a few Reflections to make 
before he has compleated his Deſign. To 
theſe then let us proceed, and having ex- 
amined the Parcels, let us now conſider 
the Whole, and what thoſe Uſes are 
which Mankind may draw from this ex- 
traordinary Publication of a private Man's 
Will and Teſtament ; a Thing which, in 
this Inſtance, does great Honour to the 
Deceaſed, but which it it ſhould grow in- 
toa Cuſtom, may be attended with ma- 
ny diſagreeable Conſequences that need 
not be. mentioned, becauſe they may be 
eaſily foreſeen. There may be Caſes 
(this is one of them) where it is for the 
Benefit. of the World, that ſuch a Paper 
ſhould appear ; but it is the Rarity of 
this, that gives it in ſome Meaſure its Va- 
lue; it has met with univerſal Applauſe, 
and that put me upon ſtudying how it 
ſhould make an univerſal Impreſſion, to- 
wards which, what remains I hope will 
not a little contribute, 
It 


(26) 
| It is a good Rule for the Condudt «f 
Life, and to prevent the Fear of Death, to 


think often of our Diflolution; Providence 


gives us hints of this every Day. It; 
impoſſible to live without ſeeing, or at 
leaſt without hearing of Accidents and 
ſudden Deaths. We cannot but take no. 
tice of thoſe who are near us, and about 
us; to ſtifle all Concern for them is as un- 
manly, as it is unnatural, and ſerve 
only to increaſe that Cowardice which is 
1n the animal Part of human Nature, and 
which every wiſe Man will ſtudy to over. 
come. But for all this, it is rare for Men 
in ealy Circumſtances, and in Poſlefſion 
of what the World calls Happineſs, to 
eive ſuch Thoughts a free Entrance, or 
to let their Eyes ſalute their Winding- 
Sheets, while they are ſtill open. But 
here we have an Example of quite another 
Conduct : He had conſidered Death til 
the Idea of it was plainly grown fami- 
liar. Do you aſk me how I know that! 
1 anſwer, from the very Texture of hi 
Teſtament, and from the Matter of the 
Codicils. Some People cannot in all their 
Lives be brought to make one Will ; hc 
muſt not only have made this, but *_ 
| made 
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\ made it at leifure, and reviewed ut over 
and over. He looked upon it, no doubt, 
as a Thing of great Importance, but not 
of Terror: He knew that he was to die 
once, and but once, and made it his Bu- 
ineſs therefore to be provided before he 
' came to die. Temporal as well as Spi- 
ritual Concerns ſuffer much when they 
employ only Death-bed Thoughts. It is 
in itſelf a terrible Thing, and a Man need 
have nothing more on his Mind than to 
die. Buſineſs, Pleaſure, Want of Appre- 
 henſion, are the uſual Cauſes why Men 
are ſurprized by Death, and often act a 
worſe Part than they would do if they 
had allowed themſelves to think in time. 
' He would not truſt to Conjectures, or 
ſtand in need of Excuſes; he made uſe 


therefore of that wholſome Rule, and, as 


the Cloſe of his Will ſhews, made the 
| Thoughts of Death contribute towards 
| leading a good Life, as well as to fit him 
for a good End. 

Such was the private Character of this 
FOuerahany {o whole and ſo compleat, 
as a Chriſtian, a Man of Prudence, and 
a Man of Buſineſs, ſo truly worthy of the 
| beſt Titles, thoſe founded on filling the 
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various Offices of civil Life, of bein? 2 


good Huſband, a good Brother, a —_ 
Relation, a good Friend, and a 200d 
Maſter, that nothing ſeems to be want. 
ing to eſtabliſh it as a juſt Example. We 
have many Pictures of this kind drawn, 
but they are not always like ; Flattery 
often ſupplies the Pencil, and ſometimes 


Obligations direct the Pen, But in th 


preſent Caſe, there 1s nothing of this, the 
Voice of the Publick preſcribed the Sub- 


je ; there is nothing here for every Man 


to read, but what every Man has already 
faid., It was believed that this univerſal 
Praiſe was founded in Trath, it was fear- 
ed that notwithſtanding this it might be 
forgot. We live in an Age when Merit 
above all Things 1s in moſt danger of 


Oblivion, it mult riſe very high :rideed to 


eſcape N eglect; but even then it is not ſafe. 
The Luſtre of it, attracts the Eyes of the 
Multitude, but they are weak, the Sun 
Merit makes them ſore, and as they were 
lifted rather from Curioſity than Choice, 
they very naturally cloſe again. But hap- 
ptly there is this way to keep them open, 
and amongſt the invaluable Bleſſng 


fowing from the Liberty of the Prels, 
We 


(29) 

7e may commend Virtue, and find thoſe 
tho will be pleaſed with it, We may 
o all the Juſtice we can to the Dead, 
nd that Licenſe is to ſome Minds a Com- 
and. To be able in anyDegreeto do this, 
nd not do it is a Crime, from which by 
his Attempt I am abſolved. 

Let theſe Motives, at leaſt, if not the 
erformance, beſpeak the Patience, it 
rould be too much to aſk the Appro- 
ation of the Public. One good Conſe- 
vence it will certainty have, and that is, 
ducing People to peruſe and conſider 
ore attentively a Paper, the Importance 
fwhich to themſelves they might not 
t firſt perfectly comprehend, This can- 
ot but be of great Service; for whoever 
eruſes 1t, muſt be inſtructed, and if he 
as any Principles of Religion, or any 
und of good Senſe, muſt with and de- 
re to be like ſuch a Man, to be like him, 
mean, in the inimitable Parts of his Cha- 
iRer; to be worthy, benevolent, prudent, 
wderate, and juſt ; to have right No- 
ons of the Ends of Living, while we en- 
y Life to bear in Mind the Uncertainty 
f that Tenure, and to provide before it is 
ppired, ſo far as in our Power lies, for 

thole 
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(39) — 
thofe who are to remain behind ; tho/: 
who are allied to'us by Blood, or to whon 
we are bound by the Ties of Friendſhip, 
the Feeling of Obligations;'or the Senſe 0 
Services. Theſe ate Sentiments the read. 
ing of that Paper maft- produce, and my 
Pains have been well beſtowed, if they 


have ſet the Benefit of reading it ina clex | 


Light, It would have been. caſy to have 
faid much mere; for, asthe Poet ſays, how 
neceſfary ſoever it may be, it is difficult 


to withdraw the Hand from ſuch a Piece, | 


bi 


But I have done all that I think it becomes 


me to do, and if I have not totally failed, 
the Piece itſelf will do the veſt. 
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